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Breinton Biodiversity Action Plan

Update on surveys, discussion and volunteering

Special guest:
Will Watson, Ecologist seeking volunteers for survey training

Key stakeholders: Owners of priority habitat including National Trust, Wildlife Trust, Woodland Trust, 
Hereford Cider Museum Trust, landowners, parish residents, residents of Hereford City

Mapping ponds for biodiversity records
The Parish Council commissioned ecologist Will Watson and a geologist Beth Andrews to document the 
origin, flora and fauna of a rare pond type at Little Breinton. Toby Fountain of the Herefordshire Wildlife 
Trust also visited the site as part of his work looking at local wildlife across the county. 

Ponds with floating vegetation mats, such as those supporting moss-carpets, often have an exceptional
biodiversity value.  …..Dr. Penny Williams of the Freshwater Habitats Trust considers it should qualify as a

Priority Pond. The pond is also under consideration to be designated as a Local Wildlife Site, a non-
statutory area of land chosen for its significant local value to wildlife and biodiversity.

A grant application was submitted to fund the survey of two more spring fed ponds at Wyecliff House. This 
grant should enable training volunteers to identify indicative species of aquatic flora and fauna in the coming
months. Volunteers will be trained using the methodology of the Freshwater Habitats Trust.

Mapping hydrology Parish survey 
The Parish Council commissioned a hydrological study of the Parish by expert company GeoSmart, who 
assembled the data in digital layers to examine surface flooding, flooding from rivers, groundwater flows, 
spring lines and spring fed ponds, in relation to the proposed infrastructure and housing developments. We 
were particularly interested in the potential impact of a road that cuts through Breinton Ridge to service the 
planned western growth corridor.  This analysis is intended to inform the Neighbourhood Development Plan 
and highlight key features in our Parish. 

Funding the analysis of our rich biodiversity 
The Parish Council applied for funding from the Herefordshire Council to acquire and examine the local 
ecological records, but was informed that the Biodiversity Grant Scheme will not cover a desk based  
analysis of HARC’s species database by a qualified ecologist. The terms of the grant scheme on offer are 
such that this type of work is not covered. The Parish Council are seeking an alternate funding source to 
support this initiative and welcome your input on the matter. 


