
BREINTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING -22 JANUARY 2025 

Present: Cllr J Hull (Chair), Cllr E Morfett (Vice-Chair), Cllr T Prosser, Cllr L Morawiecka, Cllr 

L Lewis and Cllr J Morris. 

Others in attendance: Ward councillor- C Taylor, Footpaths Officer -J Wade and one member 

of the public were present.  

24.123 Apologies for absence -To receive apologies for absence. Lisa Law, clerk sent 

apologies due to illness. JH gave update -after 8 days in intensive care abroad, Lisa was 

taken ill during flight back last Friday, spent the weekend in A&E and is now awaiting 

surgery. She has contacted our payroll provider to inform them that she is on sick leave. LM 

asked what the position was regarding any work done from home during sick leave. It was 

suggested checking with HALC to ensure we comply with rules regarding sick leave in the 

best interest of the employee. 

24.124 Declarations of interest & written requests for dispensations -Members are 

invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests (DPI) and any other registerable interests 

in items on the agenda. Requests for dispensation must be in writing to the Clerk as soon as 

possible before the meeting. One declaration – LM – directly affected by the proposed 

Western ‘bypass’ - this is covered by a general dispensation recorded for our meetings. 

24.125 To approve the minutes of the council – These had been emailed from the clerk to 

Cllrs shortly before the meeting. JH passed out copies and read through the minutes. 

Members considered the draft minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2024, they 

were approved as a correct record and a copy was signed by the Chairman. 

24.126 Public open session -To receive comments from the public on parish matters. The 

absence of the clerk explained why the agenda was so late and not on the website when the 

query was made by the member of public. Also, it was asked why there was no mention of 

the bypass in the agenda. JH - pointed out the current status on the bypass will be covered 

under item 24.130 Herefordshire Council Budget 2025/26. 

24.127 Ward councillor report- To receive a ward councillor report, if available. Cllr Taylor -

with reference to the planning of 45 houses at Breinton Lee, Kings Acre, the report from the 

drainage engineer continues to object to the scheme mainly due to the inadequacy of the 

risk assessment supplied by the applicant and the flood risk to neighbouring properties. The 

response also draws heavily upon the evidence submitted by local residents and hopefully 

this will provide some comfort that their experiences are being given due weight in the 

Engineers review. Will discuss with the consulting engineer to see if this issue is one that 

might be overcome through further information/scheme revision or if it is insurmountable. 

Also waiting on information from the applicant who will be producing a revised sequential 

testing report (which considers possible alternative site options for development) expected 

within the next 14 days. It will be interesting to see if the comments about the restricted area 

for comparison and the Kings Acre Halt site have been addressed. Cllr Taylor had some 

concern how long this planning issue was taking (2.5years). JH - expressed concern that the 

longer this drags on, an application can be made at National level. LM - as the report is 

inadequate, has any reason been given why it has not been determined or even the reason 

for the officers’ refusal? JH - if no further information is forthcoming by the following week, a 

rejection letter will be sent. referring to Stretton Sugwas, Pool Lane there as planning 

application (6th January) for 8 houses -this is at the bottom of the lane opposite 2 houses 

(previous application)-which means the lane is getting quite stacked up. Referring to Lower 



House, Station Road, Credenhill- application for the demolition of farm buildings to construct 

4 large houses. On 29th January between 4p.m. and 7p.m. Balfour Beatty will hold an 

annual plan briefing session. JH -asked if only internal staff attend. Cllr Taylor was not sure 

but will report anything new arising.  

24.128 Localities -to receive an update from the Locality Steward and consider any actions 

needed. JH - pointed out Mike Gill has the usual update sheet to refer to. LM- the white 

barrier posts were down which is a hazard considering its a 4 ft drop to the culvert According 

to Highways as this is a safety issue, it is a job which should be rectified within 24 hours. 

Also no ditches have been dug to deal with the flooding (so they cleared theirs themselves). 

JH- will check with Lisa about following this up. 

24.129 Planning- For members to receive any updates on existing planning applications. 

277 Kings Acre Rd -proposed demolition of existing garage and garden room and construct 

single storey rear extension with detached carport. All Cllrs were in agreement, this was an 

improvement like other nearby properties. LM - has there been any follow up on the loss of 

hedgerow (Church House, Breinton)? EM - confirmed an officer did make a visit but there 

has been no update as yet. 

24.130 Herefordshire council Budget 2025/26 & Medium-Term financial Strategy - To 

discuss road and housing commitments for updated Core Plan. JH - referring to the 

proposed bypass and housing, i.e. phase one 350 then in second phase of circa 1,000, 

which is being pushed at council there is a significant increase in houses to the West -

10,000 in phase 2- this will mean an update to the Core plan. LM - Cllr Price has reported 

there is a full business case for the plan but with no updated transport model this is in breach 

of strategy rules so he needs to confirm whether there is a business case. If it is considered 

there is a business case, they are in breach of their own rules regarding consultancy costs - 

they were only given permission up to a certain level regarding the southern link road. The 

updated local transport plan is expected at the end of March. The Herefordshire Transport 

Alliance 

will shortly be releasing a press release opposing the councils’ plan. Raises the question, 

what was the criteria for 10,000 houses. What risk of additional flooding is posed for the city 

which is downstream of Three Elms if these houses are built. Herefordshire had the highest 

number of flood rescues (348) than any other county in the UK. EM- the water table in the 

city is quite high linked to the aquifer which can go up and down even when there has been 

no rain. LM - in some places the aquifer can be easily punctured where the water table is 

just one metre under the soil. A parish hydrological survey will need to be pursued. JH - will 

add this to the next agenda. Cllrs agreed a public meeting at the village hall inviting our local 

MP would be necessary as the proposed plans will affect us al. LL checked village hall 

availability and 29 March at 2 30p.m. was settled on. JH will contact Jenny Sherfield for this 

event to be included in the next Teamtalk. LM - will also be tabling questions for the next 

council cabinet meeting. 

24.131 Flooding - For members to consider updates to recent flooding events and road 

drainage at Lower Breinton adjacent to white railings. TP- flooding on Kings Acre Road has 

been worse than ever - even when there has been very little rain. It seems to have been 

worse since the new housing development at Breinton Lee so could this be a contributing 

factor and is the new drain at the back of the development in accordance with the drainage e 

plan put in place? It was suggested these questions should be raised with the planning 

officer. LM- the Lengthsman was asked to do this area (white railings) -they went along the 

southside- cleared a channel for run off the field into the ditch. Still need the lengthsman for 

Shepherd Lane/ Warham to clear the summer growth so there is no blockage for water to 



drain. HC need to hold a flood risk meeting (last one 11th December) and they need to be 

pushed into doing a hydrological survey. EM- the Environment Agency will be publishing new 

data on flood risk. 

24.132 Parish Footpaths Officer -To receive a report from the Footpaths Officer and 

consider any actions. JH- there has been no communication from Richard Mills and has tried 

contacting him regarding the work still not done in the woods. Also (Church Walk) after bird 

nesting will need to be trimmed to ground level so contacting Richard is a priority. 

24.133 Lengthsman- To consider any works to be carried out and updates on requested 

work. JH - there is quite a bit e.g. White Cliff Farm, Breinton springs, various repairs so will 

put together a list with timings. Tried ringing his mobile on four occasions but no response 

(no internet) so will try landline contact. LM - Richard is lengthsman for a number of areas, 

so it might be worth checking with HALC if they have had any contact with Richard as a 

matter of urgency as our lengthsman grant (Annual Maintenance Plan) runs out on 31 

March. 

24.134 Village Hall Committee - To receive a report from the Village Hall Committee and 

consider any actions. LL - next village hall meeting is next Monday (27th). The coffee dates 

(all Saturdays) and charities supported are:- 

1st February - Georges’ Friend 

5th April - Hereford Veterans 

7th June - Martha’s Trust 

4th October - Macmillan 

6th December - Food Bank 

24.135 Finance- To consider the below payments /Status with respect to payments. 

A finance report was emailed by the Clerk shortly before this meeting showing payments to 

consider as listed below and bank reconciliations from 4th December 2024 to 22nd January 

2025:- 

Clerk’s salary, January 2025 £535.31 (sick leave reflected on the payslip) and Breinton 

Village Hall, hall hire £18. Members considered the above payments, and it was resolved to 

pay them. 

24.136 Parish Noticeboards - For members to receive any updates on the parish 

noticeboards. To review the status of the steel notice board to the west of Breinton common 

village currently containing map with incorrect Wye Valley route. JH - the steel notice board 

is quite rusty and not easy to repair. As he has the keys to this noticeboard, he has taken the 

map down and will need to find out what Balfour Beatty could replace this with. Waiting on 

feedback from Lisa so will carry forward to next agenda.  

24.137 Hydrological Survey- For members to receive any update on RFQ process. Please 

see attached draft for discussion in AOB tonight.JH - it is doubtful if the RFQ’s went out 

before Lisa went on holiday. EM - earlier today emailed his briefing note on Webinar 

regarding Herefordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS). Basically, habitats 

mapping taking place over three counties as a collective response with the aim to return 

30% of the land surface back to nature by 2030. It was pointed out the information from this 

database is 14 years out of date so there are omissions e.g. River cliffs are not on the map 

nor the Millenium wood and inaccuracies e.g. areas of poly tunnels marked as priority 



habitat. By using Ordnance Survey database as a base map, if all parishes subscribe then 

the map can be amended using ongoing data sources and feedback from public surveys. 

Recommendation is to subscribe to the Ordnance Survey data for parish councils asap. The 

online mapping draft by the council can be studied for inaccuracies and shared. EM - will 

collate them for a submission on the OS database. JH - this information could prove very 

useful to feed back into any future NDP. 

24.138 To consider items for the next agenda. In recognition of all the work Tony Geeson 

gave for many years to the BPC, all Cllrs agreed a gift would be a nice gesture. This would 

represent a thank you to both Tony and Nikki who gave her time as our tree warden from the 

parish. A Hereford themed framed picture e.g. Cathedral was suggested and a budget of 

£100 was agreed. TP - offered to organise this and JH will publicise this in Teamtalk. 

Meeting ended at 9 15p.m. 


