BREINTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING | 13" December 2023.

Present: Cllr John Hull (Chair), Cllr Tracey Prosser, ClIr Liz Morawiecka, ClIr
Lorraine Lewis, Cllr Emil Morfett, Clir Jackie Morris.

Officers present: Lisa Law, Clerk. John Wade, Footpaths Officer.

Two members of the public present.

Ward Councillor Bob Matthews.

23.93 To receive apologies for absence.

There were no apologies, all members in attendance.

23.94 To receive declarations of interest and requests for dispensations.
There were no declarations of interest. A dispensation was granted for all the
members for following subject 23.105:

“Discussion of the Precept is a pecuniary interest for all Breinton Parish
Councillors. A dispensation is granted to all Breinton Parish Councillors to
discuss and vote on issues relating to the Precept until March 2023. The
reason for granting the dispensation is that it is appropriate to grant the
dispensation.”

23.95 To approve minutes of the council. Minutes from the meetings held on

215 October and 15" November were approved and signed by the Chair.

23.96 Public Open Session. There was a question regarding the impending
closure of the C1190 Breinton for surface patching works and the impact it
would have for residents and access, especially for the only weekly bus from
Breinton to Hereford. The clerk to contact our locality steward to inquire.
Another question was in relation to general noticeboard on the common and
the problem of their size and what is put on them, although not a parish
noticeboard. Chair said that the council would look at noticeboards in the
future and included in the budget for 2024/25.

23.97 Ward Clir Bob Matthews. Clir Matthews gave a verbal report to the
meeting. News from Herefordshire Council, tax increase 5%, all council charges
to increase including car park charges. Cllr Matthews will oppose increase in
car park charges. They need to save for 7.9 million in 2024/25. Band D council
tax properties will be £1,785 before any other additions from fire, police etc.,
There is a revenue budget meeting tomorrow, mentions of cutting staff to save
money. Cllr Matthews suggested that expenditure savings must come from
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within the council and not be passed onto the residents in the form of higher
council tax.

A member asked for an update on Banbh Farm planning application, as such no
update yet. Cllr Matthews has asked for a site visit. Also, HC are short on
planning officers and due to budget constraints may offer early retirement to
some officers, that HC could lose good officers as a result.

Children Services report, not very encouraging. There are difficult times ahead.
A member asked about the SLR if the council didn’t borrow £10 million for it
and used the capital to reduce their borrowings, they would save around %
million a year, before capital repayments so that would reduce some of the
councils 7.9 million of cuts. So, will you oppose that allocation of capital to the
SLR to save the council money? Clir Matthews said that he supports the SLR
with representatives of local businesses situated there, but does not support
the Western by-pass. Clir Matthews says that the SLR is badly needed to take
traffic away from Belmont Road. He hoped that they (HC) would pick up the
Sollars bridge crossing and that would create a mini western bypass. Clir
Matthews said he would oppose anything further. The Eastern route from
Tupsley to Rotherwas was not objected to but may be held back due to cost
unless money comes through from cancelled HS2.

The member stated that if the proposed SRL was to go ahead it would add %
million per year to the overhead costs of the council yet will do nothing to
tackle congestion and pollution. No money allocated to reopen Pontrillas
Station although classed as a priority. Lack of public transport stops access to
services for many including the elderly and children. Bigger businesses would
like the rail infrastructure opened up, yet all money is going on a road scheme.
Cllr Matthews reminded the members that he got a project approved in 2015
to open Pontrillas Station and have a goods line to Rotherwas however it was
subsequentially refused funding. Clir Matthews will bring up proposals for rail
infrastructure at the next council meeting for budget.

23.98 Police report. A report was circulated to members. Report was
discussed. It was added that speeding cables had been placed on King’s Acre
Road, parish council has not been informed. Noted.

23.99 Community Charter Priorities. January to March 2024. The priorities
were reviewed and it was approved to keep as the same quarter, rural theft,
anti-social behaviour at Breinton Springs and speeding.
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23.100 Planning. To receive an update on recent planning application
decisions.

P232919/PA4 Little Breinton, Breinton, Hereford, HR4 7PH. Prior
approval has been refused. Noted.

23.101 Balfour Beatty Locality Steward.

1. Locality steward reports were noted as in clerks report.

2. Missing Breinton sign. It was resolved to ask Balfour Beatty to quote
for a replacement for the missing sign in the same location as the one that went
missing.

23.102 Parish Footpaths Officer.

1.To receive a report and consider necessary actions. John Wade
(Footpaths Officer) reported that he went to check on the report of damage to
the footpath/ bridleway east of West Failing Street. During the summer walkers
use the edge of a farmer’s field to walk which he has the right to plough as it not
the footpath. The footpath is between two hedges, approx. 400 meters which
becomes overgrown hence walkers going through the hedge and using the
farmer’s field. The footpaths officer recommended in March/April to put up way
markers so that walkers can find the route easier. However it is not in our parish
and comes under Herefordshire City Council and it should be reported to their
footpaths officer.

2.Herefordshire Councils request to complete a register for Parish
Footpath’s Officer in Herefordshire. For members to consider implications of
completing the request from Herefordshire Council to complete a register for
Parish Footpath’s Officers. Item was discussed and the footpaths officer said
that if he were to become a volunteer for Herefordshire Council then he would
resign. The Chair had contacted HALC for advice and it was resolved that the
council would not give our footpath officers details to Herefordshire Council.
The footpath officer is a volunteer of Breinton Parish Council and not
Herefordshire Council.

Cllr Bob Matthews left the meeting at 8pm.

23.103 Lengthsman. There was no report from the Lengthsman. Flooding had
been an issue in areas of the parish, due to blocked drainage and grips down to
BB that has not been done. Clir Hull to compile a list /map of works to be done
either by BB or the Lengthsman. Noted.

23.104 Finance:

1 All payments listed were resolved to be paid. (See attached).

2 To approve the cash book and bank reconciliation in Clerk’s report.
Approved.
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3 Banking. The Chair and the Clerk to open a new bank account for the
Council. It was agreed that all members would be signatories, except Clir
Morawiecka, for the new bank account. Approved.

4 Draft Budget for 2024/25. It was resolved after reviewing the draft
budget to accept the budget for 2024/25.

23.105 Precept 2024/25. It was approved that the precept for 2024/25 would
be £13,165 no increase and precept request would be made to Herefordshire
Council. A query was made by a member of the council as to how the tax base is
determined and if it was correct, clerk to ask this question when requesting
precept and update members at next meeting.

23.106 Defibrillator. It was resolved that the council would apply for a match
funding grant for a defibrillator to be sited at Breinton Village Hall. The clerk to
apply for the grant and update members at the next meeting.

23.107 To consider items for the next agenda.

Village Hall Report, Lengthsman and jobs that need to be done, Breinton signage
stolen at the end of the village, defibrillator update.

Meeting ended at 9.00pm.
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23.104 Finance:

1 To consider the below payments:

Reference invoice no Net VAT Gross Payment
Nepeta 2270 £0.00 £180.00 818
Village Hall Hire 219 £0.00 £18.00 819
Village Hall Hire 230 £0.00 £18.00 820
Village Hall Hire S Sugwas £0.00 £16.00 817
Salary November As per Contract 821
Payroll FMS HEREFORD £35.00 £7.00 £42.00 DD
2239
lonos 1&1 £6.50 £1.30 £7.80 DD




