BREINTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES | ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL | 17 MAY 2023

Present: Clir John Hull (Chair), Clir Tracey Prosser, ClIr Elizabeth Morawiecka, ClIr Lorraine Lewis & ClIr
Emil Morfett

In Attendance: Ward Clir Bob Matthews, 3 members of the public, Emily Godsall (clerk)

23.1

23.11

23.1.2

23.1.3

23.2

23.2.1

23.2.2

23.3

23.3.1

23.3.2

23.4

23.4.1

23.4.2

To Elect a Chair & Vice Chair

Nominations were invited for the election of Chair. Cllr Lewis proposed Clir John Hull for Chair,
which was seconded by ClIr Prosser.

It was unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Cllr John Hull as Chair. ClIr Hull signed the declaration
of acceptance of office.

It was unanimously RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Emil Morfett as Vice-Chair.

Clir Prosser thanked outgoing Chair Tony Geeson for his knowledge, dedication and support
during his time as a member of Breinton Parish Council. This was acknowledged and seconded by
all councillors.

To receive apologies for absence

Clir Jackie Morris sent her apologies for being unable to attend the meeting.

Footpaths Officer John Wade sent his apologies for the meeting.

To receive declarations of interest and written requests for dispensations

Councillors were reminded they must declare any interests relating to any items on the agenda.

All new councillors were advised that they must complete a register of interests form within 28
days of their election.

To approve the minutes of the meeting on 15 March 2023 & discuss action points

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting. Clir Hull duly
signed the minutes as Chair.

It was noted that the clerk’s annual appraisal took place on 15% March 2023 between ClIr Tony
Geeson, ClIr Tracey Prosser and the clerk.
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23.5

23.5.1

23.5.2

23.5.3

23.5.4

23.6
23.6.1

23.6.2

23.7

23.7.1

Ward Clir Bob Matthews: To receive a report and consider necessary actions

Cllr Matthews has spoken to the case officer regarding P204242 Warham Court Farm, Breinton
HR4 7PF who advised that the objections were now from the Parish Council.

The planning application at Breinton Lee potentially should not be recommended for approval,
because of the outstanding issues with drainage, flooding, highways, access and the negative
ecological effects.

Planning application P222921/F Land at Banbh Farm has been refused.

Cllr Matthews advised that the newly elected members of Herefordshire Council were in support
of a Western bypass route, but this may potentially be moved a couple of miles further out from
the original plan.

Planning:
To consider current planning applications to be decided by Herefordshire Council:

23.6.1.1 Re-consultation 222769 Land to the south west of Breinton Lee, Swainshill,
Herefordshire, HR4 0SW Re-consultation 222769 Land to the south west of Breinton Lee,
Swainshill, Herefordshire, HR4 OSW - Proposed 45 dwellings (including affordable
housing), garages, access, landscape and associated works.

Councillors considered the re-consultation and agreed that the changes to the original application
were unclear. Concerns remained over the existing flooding and drainage problems, the risks
associated with the access and lack of visibility and the maintenance of the open spaces.

It was RESOLVED to submit a further objection to the application for the above reasons.

To receive an update on recent planning application decisions
23.6.2.1 P230065/FH Chapel Croft, Breinton HR4 7PP - Proposed single storey extension forming

an extended utility space and WC Approved with Conditions

Tree Preservation Order 673 at Breinton Lee: To consider a response to the application

Councillors considered the TRO application made on 19 April 2023 and circulated for comments
by the Herefordshire Council Tree Officer.

Clir Prosser advised that the trees were very established and the had concerns over the whole
development. Clir Morawiecka agreed that the trees were essential for assisting with the drainage
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23.8

23.8.1

23.8.2

within the area. Photos of the surface water within the area had been sent in by residents, which
demonstrated the flooding issues.

It was RESOLVED to support the TPO application as the trees have historical value and are vital for
assisting with the drainage of the site.

Crime within Breinton: To receive an update and consider necessary actions
It was noted that in February 2023 no crimes were reported withing the Breinton area.
In March 2023 four crimes were reported; one vehicle crime on A438 near the Bay Horse Inn; one

criminal damage/arson on Conifer Walk; one of violence/sexual offence at Yew Tree Gardens; one
of violence/sexual offence on A438 near Four Acres.

Councillors were concerned that the police advised that a road traffic collision on Breinton Lane
involving a pedestrian and a vehicle had not been reported.

Action: Clerk to contact police again regarding the RTC on Breinton Lane.

23.9

23.9.1

Action:

23.9.2

Balfour Beatty Locality Steward: To receive an update and consider necessary actions

Verge cutting programme 2023: It was noted that Councillors agreed to nominate all roads within
Breinton to receive one cut, omitting the cut in May, to promote biodiversity within the parish.
The road nominated were C1189, C1190, U73021, U73022, U73023, U73024. Cllrs wanted to ensure
that safety and visibility at junctions remained. This decision was made under the clerk’s
delegated powers as Balfour Beatty had requested a response by 12 May 2023.

Balfour Beatty advised that the locality steward was concerned over omitting the first cut on
Warham Lane U73023, because of the likely hazard with the traffic generated by the community
farm. Therefore, Balfour Beatty have decided that Warham Lane U73023 will receive both cuts.

Councillors considered that the length of the verges potentially could reduce the speed of the
traffic, however cyclists and walkers safety would be those most effected by the overgrown
verges.

Clerk to contact Balfour Beatty and ask whether the first cut to Warham Lane could be reduced
limited to a section of the road only.

Councillors were concerned over the condition of the roads as a result of regular use by heavy
vehicles.
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Action:

23.9.3

23.10

23.10.1

23.10.2

Action:

23.11

23.11.1

23.11.2

Clerk to write to Herefordshire Council requesting a weight limit to be considered on vehicles
passing through Breinton.

The following works have been carried out within the parish since the previous meeting:

Week ending 17 March Kings Acre Road — Footway verge work & pot hole repairs
2023

Week ending 30 March C1190 - cway pothole repairs

2023 C1189 —fallen tree branch removed from carriage way

Week ending 14 April 2023 | Kings Acre Road — pothole e repairs raised

Breinton — Hill Road urgent response to snapped tree branch
affecting motorists

Week ending 21 April 2023 Breinton quarterly safety inspection completed

Week ending 28 April 2023 | Warham Lane — job raised to remove snapped tree branch

Week ending 5 May 2023 Warham Lane — snapped tree branch removed from carriage
way
Kings Acre Road — blocked gully raised for cleansing

Parish Footpath Officer:
To elect a Parish Footpath Officer for 2023-2024

It was unanimously RESOLVED to elect John Wade as the Parish Footpath Officer for forthcoming
year.

To receive a report and consider necessary actions

BT2A is overgrown from Kings Acre Road for approximately 200 metres.

The Footpaths Officer has advised that a gate on BT2 has been removed with force from its
hinges. The gate has not yet been located.

It was RESOLVED that this incident should be reported to the police.

Clerk to ask Balfour Beatty and the police for their recommendations to secure/protect the gates.

Lengthsman: To receive an update and consider further works

The lengthsman met with the footpaths officer in March and has completed the repairs to the
footpath gates.

It was RESOLVED to ask the lengthsman to strim footpath BT2A for 200 metres.
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23.12

23.12.1

23.13

23.13.1

23.14

23.14.1

23.15

23.15.1

Breinton Village Hall: To receive a report and consider necessary actions

Cllr Lewis advised that the King’s coronation day was a great success and thanked all those
involved for their effort in organising such a brilliant day and evening of celebrations. A special
thanks was given to Richard Wall for lighting the Beacon.

Internal auditor: To consider auditors for year end accounts 2022-2023

Three quotes were considered for the appointment of a competent and independent auditor for
the audit of the accounts 2022-2023. Councillors considered the competency and availability given
the limited time constraints of the three options.

It was RESOLVED to appoint HALC as the internal auditor. Councillors approved the £220 plus VAT
cost of the service.

Insurance: To consider quotes from insurance providers for 2023-2024

Councillors considered the quote from three different insurance providers. It was noted the
current policy did not include personal accident cover and councillors agreed to include this
additional cover in the future to ensure that the councillors and any volunteers, such as the
Footpaths Officer, are covered whilst carrying out Parish Council duties.

It was RESOLVED to proceed with the quote provided by BHIB Ltd with a premium of £250.97.

Finance:

To approved the below payments:

Breinton Village Hall Meeting on 15 March 2023 BACS £24.75

Microsoft 365 Personal | Reimbursement to clerk. Cheque £59.99

subscription

FMS Hereford Payoll and pension re-enrolment BACS £72.00
submission

Kings Coronation Payment to be made to Breinton Village BACS £500.00

celebrations donation Hall

Richard Mills Farm Lengthsman footpath gates repairs Cheque £334.80

Services

Clerk’s Salary April Cheque £578.63
May BACS £578.63
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23.15.2 To approve the cash book and bank reconciliation
It was RESOLVED to approve the cash book and bank reconciliation as at 17 April 2023.

Bank Reconciliation 17th April 2023

Balance as per Cash Book: £29,263.92
Total balance as per Bank Statement: £29,263.92
Current £ 500.00
Reserve £28,763.92

23.15.3 To review the budget monitoring for 2022/2023

Councillors considered the expenditure for the financial year compared to the budget.

23.15.4 To review the direct debits

It was RESOLVED to approve the following direct debits:

lonos 1 & 1 — Email Monthly £7.19

Information Commissioner’s Officer Annually £35.00

It was RESOLVED to set up a new direct debit to pay the monthly payroll provider:

FMS Hereford Monthly £35.00 plus VAT
(£42.00)

23.15.5 To consider updating the bank mandate

Councillors to considered the current bank mandate which currently allows Clir Lewis, Cllr Morris
and Cllr Morawiecka to sign cheques. It was noted that there is a risk that two of the signatories
may not be able to attend a meeting and cheques could therefore not be signed. Councillors
agreed to add all members of the Parish Council to the bank mandate.

It was RESOLVED to add Clir Tracey Prosser, Clir John Hull and Cllr Emil Morfett to the bank

mandate together with current signatories Cllr Lorraine Lewis, Cllr Jackie Morris and ClIr Elizabeth
Morawiecka.

23.16 To review the Parish Council policies & documents:

1) Code of Conduct
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

23.17

23.17.1

Page 7 of

Councillors reviewed the current Code of Conduct which was adopted in June 2022. It was
RESOLVED to approve the Code of Conduct and no amendments were required.

Standing Orders
Councillors reviewed the Standing Orders and it was RESOLVED that no amendments were
required.

Financial Regulations
The Financial Regulations were reviewed and it was RESOLVED that no amendments were
required.

Risk Assessment
It was RESOLVED to include under the HMRC compliance risk that the payroll and submissions
to HMRC are carried out externally.

Asset Register
It was RESOLVED that the value of the laptop should be increased to £750 to reflect the
purchase of the new laptop.

Internal Control Procedures
Councillors reviewed the internal control procedures and it was RESOLVED to approve the
below amendments to the procedures:

a. Include payroll and HMRC submissions are carried out externally not by the clerk

b. Remove the use of PAYE as payroll is carried out externally

c. Include all payments are made either by cheque or bank transfer requiring two signatures
and remove ‘unless urgent’

d. Remove theinternal audit is carried out by retired accountant and replace with appointed
auditor

e. Include the appointment of an internal auditor is considered at a full council meeting
before the audit is carried out.

To consider eligibility for the General Power of Competence

Breinton Parish Council originally adopted the General Power of Competence on 16 February
2022. Councillors agreed that the Parish Council met the required criteria to be eligible for the
general power of competence.

It was RESOLVED to adopt the General Power of Competence.
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23.18 To consider the clerk’s delegated powers

23.18.1 It was RESOLVED to continue to delegate the following powers to the clerk:

i. Delegated powers to make payments within budget and subject to the Financial Regulations
between meetings when necessary.

ii. Delegated powers to submit comments as agreed by councillors on planning applications
between meetings when necessary.

iii. Delegated powers to progress parish council business between meetings as necessary.

23.19 To consider items for the next agenda

23.19.1 End of year accounts

The meeting was closed at declared closed at 8.45pm.
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